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Book Reviews 167

Alan Hayne 's /11-visible Power, an important step forward in the study of the
Elizabethan 'secret services', provides historians with the first coherent overview of
the workings of Elizabethan espionage in discovering and defusing those major
con piracies aimed at reestablishing Catholicism and overthrowing Elizabeth and her
chief ministers. Focusing on the triumvirate ofBurgh.ley, Wa.lsingham, and Leicester,
H aynes compares and contrasts the scope and effectiveness of their individua.1 espionage organizations and concludes W a.lsingham was the greatest of the three spy masters. His secretaryship a.lone i known to have employed from 100 to 500 domestic
and foreign correspondenr . Add the large numbers of informants found in
Burgh.ley's, Leicester's, Robert Cecil' , and Essex's employ, and one begins to appreciate the scope of the Privy Counci.l's efforts to protect the Elizabethan settlement.
Together these men sized up the unfinished nature of that settlement, the
queen's unmarried status, and her lac k of a clear succcs or, concluding that a firstrate intelligence nerv,ork was not only the most certain bu t also the safest and most
economical defense weapon for protecting their vulnerable queen. Wedding rate
and ruler as one and the same, the Privy Council concluded that any threat to the
body of the queen was a rhrea to the nation as a whole.
The book begins with William Cecil's successful foiling of Dr John Story's
dreams of roya.1 murder and an invasion of England and ends with the fa.II of Essex.
Taking exception to some of Conyers Read and Penry Will iams's more recenr con clusions that the Elizabethan Privy Councilors failed to create anything resembling
a 'soph isticated' py system, Haynes concludes that Elizabeth's espionage underlay much that was centra.l to the policy formulations of the queen and her ministers.
Haynes cites additional reasons for this expansion of espionage, including the
efforts to fill the gaps created by a contracting diplomatic service that left England
with few resident ambassadors and a royal parsimony that saw spies as 'the cheapest, handiest subs titute for resident diplomats' (p 157).
H aynes's reliance on eighty- nine secondary sou rces, while referencing only
three original and ten calendared manuscripts, leaves one wondering what a
careful and systematic n,dy of aU the origina.1 manuscript sources would have
rcvea.led. Many paragraphs that arc filled with important conclusions fail to footnote any of the sourcl':s consulted. everthcless, this book lays a significant foundation for that brave soul who will someday spend half a lifetime shuffling through
the early modern manuscript collections of the British Isles and western Europe
in order to provide a more definitive account of Elizabethan espionage. Haynes
is to be thanked for preparing this well-summarized handbook on the longneglected Elizabethan secret services which he concludes made England 'a sou r
authoritarianism' rather than a 'truly secret state' (p 156).
F. Jeffrey Platt
orthern Arizona University

Heffernan, Thomas. Art and Emblem: Early Se-venteenth- Century English Poetry of
Devotion, Renaissance lonographs no 17. Renaissance Institute, Sophia University,
Tokyo 1991. 123 pp. $38.00 by subscription.
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The nature of the emblem book is such that it tends to tell you what you know
already, if you belong ro the same tradition as the author, but to put it so succinctly
that you get a fresh perspective on the whole tradition. Tmages and epigrams
and mottos are inserted in tl1e original emblem book of AJciar, in the root sense
of emballein, as though the 'hieroglyphics' ofHorapollo were interleaved with poems
from The Greek Anthology, and Bible verses are inserted in the devotional books char
developed on his model. Thomas Heffernan is concerned with the 'poetry of devotion' and u es me Jesuit emblem books of the early seventeenm century (along
with the theology of de Sales) much as Louis Martz used the exercises of Loyola
in The Poetry ofM editation. In add ition to the well - known Emblemes of Frances
Qyarle (1635), he d iscusses the Parthmia Sacra of Henry Hawkins (1633), whi h
treated two dozen emblems associated with the Virgin Mary. From th ere he moves
the great poets of the English church , George Herbert and John Donne. //rt and
Emblem is modest in scope, compared with the influential studies of Mario Praz
and Ruth Wallerstein , but his aim seems robe tl1at of the emblem book authors,
who give him his lead: to say much in little. Even his prose is epigrammatic.
Explaining tl1e Augustin ian attitude toward pagan learning, he write of H awkin s's
poems: 'rhetorical "Varietie" is used in the interest of devotional "Pietie"' (p 38).
Heffernan's monograph i a pleasu re to read and reread , fu.11 of fascinating
quotations and keen insights. The central chapter on the devotional poets is fi-amed
by chapters on the fiber mundus theme in Renaissance literature and the rhetorical figure as forming and unifyi ng pri nciple in the devotional poetry of the
age. Traditionally, God and (hu)man principle were immersed in each other: God
had made man ad imaginem suam (G enesis 1:27) and had written his law i11 corde
(Jeremias 1 :33), yet the Christian's life was absco11dita wm ChriJto in Deo
(1 Colossenses 3:3). The emblem books offered images and words ro help one
glimp e 'the divine image' in the little world of man and ro explore 'the divine
analogy' between God's will and his works in the great world of nature. (I should
note that l have taken the phrases 'divine im age' and 'divine analogy' from William
Blake, whose meditative method has long ago been traced back to the English
Ren aissance.) Indeed, m ey converted the very notion of the image as surely as their
author's hoped to convert readers, so that in the new mimesis of religiou reformation the imago agen.s of the Rhetorica ad H erennium became the jigum of pious
devotion, the still turning point where revelation could occur. The extent ro wh ich
this devotional tradition ended with the Enlightenment, as I leffernan contend ,
is of course open to interpretation. H cffernan's book may be hard to find, but it
pulls much together and should prove well worth me search .
Thomas Spauldi ng Willard
University of /\.rizon a

Holt, ack P. , ed. Society and Im titutiom in Early Modem France. University of
Georgia Press, Athens 1991. 242 pp. 35.00 / $15.00.
Society and lm t itutiow in Early M odem France, a welcome collection of essays
by friends and forme r students of]. Russell Major, addsesscs the questions that were,

